

Publication Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
[bookmark: _Hlk133567777][bookmark: _Hlk172559479]
[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]Proposals
[bookmark: _Hlk210115451][bookmark: _Hlk204860143][bookmark: _Hlk193964646][bookmark: _Hlk193801019][bookmark: _Hlk193192101][bookmark: _Hlk193191978][bookmark: _Hlk189821225][bookmark: _Hlk203126001][bookmark: _Hlk207181105]
AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Revenue Services (MRS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 104, Filing of Maine Tax Returns
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P153
BRIEF SUMMARY: Maine Revenue Services (“MRS”) is proposing to amend Rule 104 (“Filing of Maine Tax Returns”) to add any tax return and tax return schedules and worksheets for which MRS provides a program of electronic filing or electronic data submission to the list of forms that are subject to the electronic filing mandate.  The rule also proposes to impose an electronic filing requirement beginning in 2026 on certain taxpayers and tax return preparers filing fuel tax or cigarette tax refund applications and, beginning in 2027, that file mining excise tax or composite income tax forms.  The rule removes service provider and initiator of deposit tax returns from the list of returns that are required to be filed electronically.  Other technical changes are made to the rule to enhance clarity.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, July 24, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Alex Weber
Office of General Counsel
Maine Revenue Services
24 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0024
(207) 624-9712
alexander.j.weber@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 36 M.R.S. §§ 112 & 193(2)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: 


[bookmark: _Hlk228175406]AGENCY: Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Unit
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:

· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 70, Introduction
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 71, Definitions
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 72, License application, fee and renewal
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 73, Internal Controls
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 74, House rules
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 75, Cybersecurity Incident Reporting Requirements
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 76, Internet Gaming System Requirements
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 77, Internet Gaming Wagers
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 78, Internet Gaming Accounts
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 79, Internet Gaming Revenue Reconciliations
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 80, Geolocation and Remote Access
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 81, Responsible Wagering Program
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 82, Advertising and Promotions
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 83, Management Services Contract Criteria 
· 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 84, Complaints and Disciplinary Actions 

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P100 (Ch. 70), 2026-P101 (Ch. 71), 2026-P102 (Ch. 72), 2026-P103 (Ch. 73), 2026-P104 (Ch. 74), 2026-P105 (Ch. 75), 2026-P106 (Ch. 76), 2026-P107 (Ch. 77), 2026-P108 (Ch. 78), 2026-P109 (Ch. 79), 2026-P110 (Ch. 80), 2026-P111 (Ch. 81), 2026-P112 (Ch. 82), 2026-P113 (Ch. 83), 2026-P114 (Ch. 84) (2nd Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: These rules are to comply with changes in state law under 8 M.R.S.A., Chapter 39. Establishes rules for internet gaming to include eligibility for license, house rules, wagering systems and accounts, cybersecurity, geolocation, responsible gaming, advertising, promotions, contracts and complaints. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Wednesday, July 15, 2026, beginning at 9:00 am at 45 Commerce Drive, Suite 5, Augusta ME 04333-0087
COMMENT DEADLINE: 11:59 PM, July 27, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Milton Champion
45 Commerce Drive, Suite 5, Augusta ME 04333-0087
207-626-3900
207-287-4356
Milton.f.champion@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 8 M.R.S. § 1403(2) 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dps/gamb-control/
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: rebecca.graham@maine.gov 

[bookmark: _Hlk232501579][bookmark: _Hlk232503714]
AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, State Board of Nursing
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-380 C.M.R. Ch. 8, Rule Relating to Advanced Practice Registered Nursing
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P157
BRIEF SUMMARY: On February 17, 2026, Public Law Chapter 540 “An Act to Address Maine’s Health Care Workforce Shortage and Improve Access to Care” was enacted authorizing the State Board of Nursing to modernize current licensing requirements by establishing practice standards including the length of time a certified nurse practitioner must practice as an advanced practice registered nurse; any requirements for employment by a clinic or hospital that has a supervising nurse practitioner within the clinic or hospital serving in a mentorship role to a certified nurse practitioner; and any other factors determined necessary by the board. 

The proposed amendments to Chapter 8 include updating language for standardization, formatting, adding definitions, updating requirements for initial approval, adding practice standards for mentorship by a certified nurse practitioner, updating the requirement of evidence of an active RN license throughout licensure as an advanced practice registered nurse and updating requirements relating to temporary approval to practice pending certification.
PUBLIC HEARING: None planned. Requests to hold a public hearing by any interested party may be submitted in writing to the identified agency contact person
COMMENT DEADLINE: July 25, 2026, 4:30pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Amanda Boulay
161 Capitol St/ 158 SHS Augusta ME 04330
207-287-1147
207-287-1149
Amanda.boulay@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. § 2102 as amended by P.L. Chapter 540 (effective February 17, 2026), 32 M.R.S § 2153-A(1), 32 M.R.S. § 2205-B as amended by P.L. Chapter 540 (effective February 17, 2026), and 32 M.R.S. §§ 2210-2211 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk232503419]
AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:

· 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Open Water and Ice Fishing
· 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 1-A, State Heritage Fish Waters

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P158 (Ch. 1), 2026-P159 (Ch. 1-A)
BRIEF SUMMARY:  The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is proposing regulation changes for the upcoming ice fishing and open water fishing seasons. These regulations are needed to provide for the effective conservation of Maine’s inland fisheries and to enhance fishing opportunities throughout the State. This rule-making packet includes 187 individual proposals and have been organized in the following categories for ease of use for the public: State Heritage Fish Waters; Special Need; Simplify to General Law; Expanded Angler Opportunity; Errors, Conflicts, and Confusion, and Lake Trout Regulation Simplification. The complete list of proposals may be obtained from the Agency Contact Person or online at: https://www.maine.gov/ifw/news-events/rulemaking-proposals.html. The proposals, if adopted, will become effective January 1, 2027. Members of the public are encouraged to review the proposals and provide comments by submitting written comments by mail or email to the contact person for this filing or by participating in the public hearing. (All comments must be related to this rulemaking packet.) Note: Written comments are given equal consideration to testimony given at the public hearing.
PUBLIC HEARING: July 21, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 353 Water Street, Room 400, Augusta. An online option for attending via Microsoft Teams will also be available. For those wishing to attend remotely, please contact the Agency Contact Person for this filing.
COMMENT DEADLINE: July 31, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT:
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 12452 & 12461
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED:
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting [Chapter 16.07 – Deer Hunting (Special Regulations and Closures)]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P160
BRIEF SUMMARY:  In accordance with 12 MRS, §11401, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in conjunction with the Town of Tremont in Hancock County is proposing to conduct a special deer hunt during the month of November beginning in 2026 and extending for 3 years. Deer taken during this special hunt are in addition to the statewide bag limit. All other specifications of the special hunt set by the Town and all other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule proposal.
PUBLIC HEARING: July 20, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 353 Water Street, Room 400, Augusta. An online option for attending via Microsoft Teams will also be available. For those wishing to attend remotely, please contact the Agency Contact Person for this filing.
COMMENT DEADLINE: July 30, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Click or tap here to enter text.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 11401 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Click or tap here to enter text.
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


[bookmark: _Hlk232587745][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Public Safety, Maine State Police	
[bookmark: _Hlk195623284]CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 16-222 C.M.R. Ch. 19, Died While in the Line of Duty Death Benefits for Law Enforcement Officers
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P149
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rule amends the current rule to clarify eligibility, aligns the rule with the statutory framework governing line-of-duty death benefits for law enforcement officers, updates and refines key definitions including those relating to children, parents, official duty, and line-of-duty deaths, provides greater clarity regarding who may qualify for benefits and under what circumstances, and conforms with recent updates to 25 MRS §§1611 – 1612 and conforms to federal Protecting America’s First Responders Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-61)
PUBLIC HEARING: None - Unless requested pursuant to 5 MRS §8052
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, July 24, 2026, 4:00 pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Major Lucas W. Hare 
Maine State Police
45 Commerce Drive, 
Augusta, ME 04333-087 
Phone: 207-624-7200
Fax Number 207-287-3659
TTY Number 1-888-524-7900
lucas.w.hare@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE 25 M.R.S.A. §1612(8)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): None. Statutes were changed to reflect Federal law, and this rule incorporates those changes.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dps/msp/home
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Rebecca Graham, Director of Policy, Department of Public Safety rebecca.graham@maine.gov 
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting [Chapter 16.07 – Deer Hunting]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-130

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) has adopted its annual permit numbers for the hunting of antlerless deer. Also, as directed by the Legislature in Resolve 2025, Chapter 35, DIFW has assessed the ability of additional WMDs to support a 2nd week of muzzleloader hunting. WMDs 14, 27 and 28 will be open for an additional week of hunting beginning with the 2026 muzzleloader season. A reference to the hunting closure in the town of Frenchboro has also been removed as this is a town ordinance and does not need to be presented in rule. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.       

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, June 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address: becky.orff@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Milk Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-015 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Schedule of Minimum Milk Prices [Order #07-26]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-131 (Emergency Rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Minimum July 2026  Class I price is $26.43/cwt. plus $1.65/cwt. for Producer Margins, an over-order premium of $1.04/cwt as prevailing in Southern New England, and a $0.47/cwt. handling fee, for a total of $29.79/cwt., which includes a $0.20/cwt Federal promotion fee.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, June 28, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Julie-Marie Bickford
Agency Name: Maine Milk Commission
Mailing Address: SHS 28, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Telephone Number: (207)287-7521
Email Address: julie-marie.bickford@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 301, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules (Sections 222-5, 666-6, 666-9, and 999-1; SNAP Rule #245A – Verification Updates)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-133

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopts routine technical changes to 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 301; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules to enhance program integrity and avoid excessive program costs imposed by federal cost sharing requirements as enacted by P.L. 119-21 § 10105, signed into law and effective on July 4, 2025. The adopted rule updates Sections 222-5, 666-6, 666-9, and 999-1 to provide clarity to applicants, SNAP participants, and Department staff on eligibility and redetermination verification and documentation requirements. This rule will not have an adverse impact on municipalities or small businesses. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, June 28, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Michael E. Downs, Senior Program Manager — SNAP 
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 592-4850
Email Address:  


Note: This notice was amended on June 29, 2026 to correct a citation error in the first rulemaking proposal notice (changing “18-135” to “18-125”).
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